
	  

	  

Research	  grants	  can	  only	  be	  offered	  with	  the	  
generous	  support	  of	  sponsors,	  donors	  and	  
volunteers.	  	  

§ MAKE	  A	  DONATION	  
	  
Offer:	  
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A	  donation	  on	  the	  occasion	  of	  some	  event:	  	  
a	  birth,	  a	  birthday,	  marriage,	  ...	  

Support	  us	  by	  sponsoring	  one	  of	  our	  events.	  

	  
§ MAKE	  A	  BEQUEST	  
	  
BKF	  may	  be	  designated	  as	  a	  part-‐beneficiary	  of	  
your	  estate:	  ask	  your	  solicitor	  and/or	  consult	  
the	  site	  www.testament.be	  –	  it	  has	  all	  the	  
information.	  

	  

§ HELP	  US	  AS	  A	  VOLUNTEER	  
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Contacts:	  Ms	  Françoise	  Timmermans,	  Director	  of	  
BKF:	  0478/40	  42	  63	  or	  the	  Secretariat:	  02/477	  22	  66	  
francoise_timmermans@hotmail.com	  or	  
bkf@huderf.be	  

Secretariat:	  Ms	  Dominique	  François	  
Avenue	  Jean-‐Joseph	  Crocq,	  1/3	  

	  1020	  Brussels,	  Belgium	  
Tel.	  02/477	  25	  89	  –	  22	  66	  (Tuesday/Thursday)	  

bkf@huderf.be	  	  
www.belgiankidsfund.be	  
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National	  N°	  :	  04-‐566175-‐03	  

	  

Chairman	  of	  the	  Board:	  	  	  
Prof.	  Arsène	  Burny	  	  

Secretary	  of	  the	  Board:	  
Prof.	  Georges	  Casimir	  

Director:	  Ms	  Françoise	  Timmermans	  
	  

A<BC(D(<E(FG(HIGI(FJJK(KLMJ((
<A7(D(<<@2<E<<(

Tax	  exemption	  from	  €40	  
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	  Pythagoras	  
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Thank you!!
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$6<"A<:B%Our	  Fund	  has	  set	  itself	  the	  objective	  of	  

offering	  a	  year	  or	  several	  years	  of	  
research	  to	  young	  doctors	  to	  enable	  
them	  to	  engage	  in	  
paediatric	  research	  at	  a	  
high	  level.	  

Our	  aim:	  to	  train	  the	  
best	  paediatricians	  to	  
serve	  those	  who	  are	  
dearest	  to	  us	  and	  to	  
understand	  disease	  in	  
order	  to	  treat	  it	  better.	  
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Our	  mission	  is	  to	  ensure	  that	  the	  	  
best	  medical	  and	  surgical	  treatment	  	  
is	  provided	  for	  children:	  

	  

§ By	  the	  financing	  of	  research	  grants	  for	  
young	  doctors	  in	  centres	  of	  excellence	  
in	  Belgium	  and	  abroad	  

	  

§ By	  the	  constant	  updating	  of	  the	  
medical	  knowledge	  of	  paediatricians	  

	  

§ By	  promoting	  among	  the	  general	  
public	  all	  forms	  of	  information	  and	  
activity	  aimed	  at	  ensuring	  the	  physical	  
and	  mental	  well-‐being	  of	  children	  
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Almost	  100	  grants	  have	  already	  been	  
awarded.	  Among	  our	  research	  fellows,	  we	  
would	  like	  to	  introduce	  to	  you:	  

	  
Dr	  Pierre	  SMEESTERS	  :	  has	  applied	  himself	  to	  
the	  genetics	  of	  microbes	  (Group	  A	  β-‐
haemolytic	  streptococcus)	  and	  their	  
characteristics	  in	  two	  countries	  which	  are	  
very	  far	  from	  each	  other	  (Belgium	  and	  Brazil).	  
This	  remarkable	  work	  has	  led	  to	  the	  
elaboration	  of	  a	  vaccine	  against	  
streptococcus,	  for	  which	  he	  was	  recently	  
awarded	  his	  prize.	  	  

	  
Dr	  Nicolas	  LEFEVRE	  :	  has	  studied	  
inflammation	  in	  children	  according	  to	  their	  
sex:	  in	  acute	  situations	  such	  as	  infections	  the	  
prognosis	  for	  girls	  is	  better	  than	  for	  boys,	  
while	  in	  chronic	  diseases	  the	  prognosis	  for	  
girls	  is	  less	  good.	  His	  remarkable	  work	  has	  
made	  it	  possible	  to	  show	  that	  this	  difference	  
is	  due	  more	  to	  the	  X	  chromosome	  than	  to	  the	  
sex	  hormones.	  	  

	  
Dr	  Anaïs	  DRIELSMA	  :	  has	  studied	  the	  genetics	  
of	  microcephalies,	  i.e.	  the	  reasons	  why	  in	  
some	  children	  the	  skull	  and	  brain	  do	  not	  
develop	  normally,	  by	  defining	  the	  genes	  
involved.	  
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During	  the	  last	  few	  years	  more	  than	  90	  
grants	  have	  led	  to	  20	  doctoral	  theses	  and	  
more	  than	  150	  publications	  in	  medical	  
journals	  with	  an	  international	  editorial	  
review	  board.	  	  

Our	  prize-‐winners	  have	  won	  several	  
awards	  among	  which	  the	  prestigious	  
GlaxoSmithKline	  Prize	  for	  vaccinology,	  
awarded	  by	  the	  Academies	  of	  Medicine	  to	  
Dr	  Pierre	  Smeesters.	  	  

The	  research	  topics	  have	  involved	  the	  
majority	  of	  the	  most	  important	  paediatric	  
specialities,	  so	  enabling	  our	  young	  doctors	  
to	  become	  talented	  academics!	  

“Research	  cures	  
children”	  


